






• Air space change application for Manston airport  
 

Meanwhile, in addition to the new developments highlighted above, RSP has failed, for the second time, to gain 
approval from the Civil Aviation Authority to pass through the second gateway assessment stage for the necessary 
air space change approval needed to reopen the airport. 

In our Gateway Assessment, the CAA concluded that the submission did not meet Criterion 3 and Criterion 5 above for 
the reasons set out below:  

1. Criterion 3 (Design Principles Evaluation): The development of the baseline (“Do Minimum”) scenario and 
comparative assessment of the suggested design options against the design principles did not evidence clearly that 
the design options had been adequately assessed against the design principles. (CAP 1616 - Step 2A Para 128 and 
Para E21).  

2. Criterion 5 (Initial Options Appraisal): In Step 2B, the presentation of the Options Appraisal (which built on Step 2A) 
did not allow us to conclude that it had been correctly undertaken. (CAP 1616 - Step 2B Para 133 and Appendix E Para 
E12).  

The Civil Aviation Authority has informed the change sponsor of this decision. In line with CAP1616, the change 
sponsor is now able to reconsider its submission before resubmitting it for further review by the Civil Aviation 
Authority at a future Develop & Assess Gateway 

  

 

• As regards the Jet Zero Consultation the Depart of Transport’s Jet Zero Consultation: Evidence 
and Analysis, July 2021, sums it up as follows - 

The Jet Zero Consultation sets out the principles for delivering aviation net zero by 2050 and outlines the 
range of solutions needed to reach this goal. It is expected that net zero will be achieved through a mix of 
different technologies, including the adoption of sustainable aviation fuels (SAF) and the use of zero 
emission flight (ZEF) and all parts of the sector will need to work together. However, many of the 
technologies needed to achieve net zero aviation are in the early stages of development and there is 
significant uncertainty regarding the expected cost, availability and uptake of these technologies over 
the coming decades. 

The costs of Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) are high and uncertain. A recent ICCT report suggested that, in general, 
SAF is around two to three times the cost of kerosene, and potentially up to eight times the cost of kerosene for 
certain pathways. 

The modelling is based on short to medium haul passenger aviation not freight. There is still much 
uncertainty as shown in this document -  

• In conclusion 

Please reflect on these new progressive and exciting initiatives for Ramsgate town, port and harbour. The 
government money being poured in will provide real, non-polluting jobs. Consider how detrimental a large 
cargo hub would have on this promising future.  

In general, whilst I think that the Report covered the lack of need for this project I think that there could 
have been a more in depth analysis of the negative issues this proposal would have on Climate Change, 
both locally and globally, particularly given the ongoing COP26 agenda. 

Yours Sincerely, 
Mrs R Starling 
 




